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bauhaus imaginista
Moving Away: Decolonizing the Campus HKW

Haus der Kulturen der Welt

November 23 & 24, 2018
Symposium

Goethe-Institut Nigeria, Gallery 16/16, the Department of Architecture at the
University of Lagos and Obafemi Awolowo University, Osun State, Nigeria

The symposium Decolonizing the Campus will be held in Lagos on 23 and 24
November 2018, in collaboration with the Goethe-Institut, Gallery 16/16, the
Department of Architecture at the University of Lagos and Obafemi Awolowo
University, Osun State, Nigeria. Through dialogue between local and international
architects and scholars, the symposium will offer a critical dialogue on design
pedagogy and campus construction as practiced at the start of Nigeria’s
transition to independence.

The Decolonizing the Campus symposium focuses in particular on Obafemi
Awolowo University. Founded in 1961 as the University of Ife in protest against
British education policy in place at the end of colonial rule, it was, significantly,
the first post-independence university in Nigeria to possess an architecture
faculty. The Israeli architect Zvi Efrat has been commissioned by bauhaus
imaginista to conduct on-site research and produce a short film about the
development of the University of Ife campus, which was designed by Bauhaus
graduate Arieh Sharon together with a team of Nigerian architects (including
Lagos-based architect A.A. Egbor). Sharon completed his studies at Bauhaus
Dessau in 1931, returning to Palestine where he was subsequently appointed
head of the State Planning Authority after Israeli Independence. His involvement
with Ife campus was part of Israel’s development aid programs in Sub-Saharan
Africa. Sharon and his team designed the University of Ife campus over a twenty-
year period lasting into the 1980s. How did the resulting campus in the ancient
town Ife-lle differ from colonial era campus architecture built? How was the lle-Ife
Campus perceived by local students and architects and how does it function
today?
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Programme HKW

November 23, 7 pm at Ga"ery 16/16 Haus der Kulturen der Welt
Address: 16 Kofo Abayomi St, Victoria Island 000010, Lagos, Nigeria

Presentation of bauhaus imaginista with Marion von Osten, Berlin
and Zvi Efrat, Tel Aviv

November 24, 10 am - 6 pm at University of Lagos, Tayo Aderinokun Hall

10.30 Welcome by Goethe Institut and University Lagos
Introduction by Prof. Marion von Osten, Curator bauhaus imaginista, Berlin

Panel 1 Art and Architecture Pedagogy after Nigeria’s Independence

10.45 Architecture education after Nigeria’s Independence
Prof. Joseph M. Igwe, Professor of Architectural History and Theory,
University Lagos

11.15 The Zaria School - Conversation with the artist and master builder Demas
Nwoko on art, design and architecture education after Nigeria’s
Independence

11.45 Discussion moderated by Marion von Osten

Panel 2 Colonial Architecture Discourses and Practices

12.00 Tropical architecture / building skin
Prof. Hannah le Roux, Architect, Educator and Curator, The University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg

12.30 Colonial Architecture in lle-Ife, Nigeria
Prof. Cordelia O. Osasona, Professor of History of Architecture, Obafemi
Awolowo University, lle-Ife and pioneer Head of Architecture at the University
of Ibadan, Ibadan

13.00 Discussion moderated by Dr. Regina Bittner, Head of Academy Department
and Deputy Director of Bauhaus Dessau Foundation

13.15 Lunch break
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Panel 3 Arieh Sharon and the post-independence campus of the Obafemi weimar

Awolowo University, lle-Ife HKW

14.00 The lle-Ife Campus and the Bauhaus architect Arieh Sharon Haus der Kulturen der Welt
Presentation with film excerpts by Prof. Zvi Efrat, Architect and Architectural
Historian, Tel Aviv

14.30 Nigerian Campus Design: A juxtaposition of traditional and contemporary
architecture
Prof. Dr. Abimbola O. Asojo, Associate Dean for Research, Creative
Scholarship and Engagement and Professor, Interior Design College of
Design, University of Minnesota

15.00 Coffee break

15.30 The influence of Arieh Sharon on the other buildings in Obafemi Awolowo
University Campus
Prof. Bayo Amole, Department of Architecture, Obafemi Awolowo University,
lle-Ife

16.00 The Post-Independence Curriculum at Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-Ife
Prof. Dolapo Amole, Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-Ife

16.30 Final discussion moderated by Zvi Efrat and Babatunde E. Jaiyeoba
Associate Professor/Reader, Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-Ife
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Participants

Bayo Amole is a Professor of Architecture with a thirty-nine-year teaching and
research career at the Obafemi Awolowo University in lle-Ife Nigeria. During this
period and in a pioneering role, his main work activities have been shared
between teaching, research and administrative duties. In teaching, Bayo Amole
has introduced new students to Architecture and taught beginners in architecture
in the first year studio. He has also taught Modern architecture in Nigeria as part
of a course on Modern Architecture. Indeed he has been responsible for
developing a new course in the Architectural History of Nigeria at the
postgraduate level where he has attempted to open up discussions on the issues
and debates which frame the construction of Architectural Histories of Nigeria
and their links to more global issues.

Dolapo Amole is a Professor in the Department of Architecture, Obafemi
Awolowo University, lle-Ife, Nigeria with 30 years teaching experience. At the

undergraduate level, she teaches Design Studio and at the postgraduate level she

teaches Post-Occupancy Evaluation, Research Methods, and Gender and the
Built Environment. She has supervised 10 M.Phil/Ph.Ds and more than 40
Masters Dissertations. She has been involved in curriculum development. She
developed the first curriculum for Interior Design and was the team leader of the
recently revised curriculum in Architecture in the Department.

Abimbola Asojo is the Associate Dean for Research, Creative Scholarship and
Engagement and a Professor in the Department of Design, Housing and Apparel
at the College of Design, University of Minnesota. She holds a Doctorate in
Interdisciplinary Studies from University of Oklahoma, a Masters in Architecture:
Computing and Design from University of East London, England and a Masters
and a Bachelors in Architecture from Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria. Her
teaching areas are lighting design; architecture design and human factors;
computing and design; corporate design; and commercial design. She actively
engages her students in community based service-learning projects and global
issues. Her research areas are cross-cultural design, architectural lighting design,
African architecture, computing and design, globalization and design,
sustainability and post-occupancy evaluation. Her work has been widely
published in international journals and books. She is a licensed architect in the
United States and holds a National Council for Interior Design Qualification
(NCIDQ) certification. She is a member of the American Institute of Architects
(AlA), the Interior Design Educators Council (IDEC), and the llluminating
Engineering Society (IES). She is a LEED Accredited Professional and also serves
on the Journal of Interior Design (JID) Review board and the llluminating
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Engineering Society (IES) MSP board. Asojo was named a US Designintelligence
top educator in 2010 and 2017.

Regina Bittner studied cultural theory and art history at Leipzig University and
received her doctorate from the Institute for European Ethnology at the Humboldt
Universitat zu Berlin. As head of the Academy of the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation
she is responsible for the conceptualisation and teaching of the postgraduate
programme for design and global modernism studies, the Bauhaus Lab and the
Coop design reserach programme. She has curated numerous exhibitions on the
architectural, urban and cultural history of modernism as well as on the Bauhaus.

She has been the Deputy Director of the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation since 2009.

The main focal points of her work in research and teaching are international
architectural and urban research, the modern era and migration, the cultural
history of modernism and heritage studies. Her most recent curatorial and
publication projects include Craft becomes modern. The Bauhaus in the making
(in collaboration with Renee Padt 2017), In Reserve. The Household! Historic
Models and Contemporary Positions from the Bauhaus. (in collaboration with Elke
Krasny) and The Bauhaus in Calcutta. An Encounter of the Cosmopolitan Avant-
garde (in collaboration with Kathrin Rhomberg, 2013).

Zvi Efrat, Architect and Architectural Historian, is partner at Efrat-Kowalsky
Architects (EKA) and was Head of the Department of Architecture at the Bezalel
Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem. He has taught at several universities,
lectured worldwide, published extensively and curated numerous exhibitions. His
book, The Israeli Project: Building and Architecture 1948-1973, was published in
Hebrew in 2004 by the Tel Aviv Museum of Art. His book The Object of Zionism:
The Architecture of Israel (Spector Books) has been published in November 2018.

Joseph M. Igwe is a professor of Architectural History and Theory. He attended
the University of Lagos, where he obtained a Bachelor of Environmental Studies
(BES Hons.) degree in 1975; and a Master of Environmental Design (MED Arch.)
degree in 1977. He also attended the Institute for Housing Studies BIE,

Rotterdam in 1987 under the Netherlands Fellowship. He is a member of the West
African Rapid Urbanism and Heritage Network; as well as the Lagos Study Group.

He received the Exemplary Leadership Award of the University of Lagos in 2010
after his four-year tenure as Dean of Environmental Sciences.
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E.B. Jaiyeoba is an Associate Professor/ Reader and a former Head of weimar

Department in the Department of Architecture, Obafemi Awolowo University in lle-

Ife. His main area of research is Architectural Technology, Management and

Production. Dr Jaiyeoba as an academic and practitioner enjoys iterating HKW
knowledge, research and experiences in academics and professional practice.
His PhD study on Social Production of Private Low-income Housing gives
insights into how the poor build and negotiate housing from the social context
through the lens of Henri Lefebvre’s theory of space.

Dr Jaiyeobas present and future interest is in exploring the built environment
through multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary people centred studies which
explain and describe meeting points of Architecture with Humanities and Health
especially in the context of increasing Global and Local inequality.

Haus der Kulturen der Welt

Demas Nwoko (Officer of the Order of the Niger OON, Fellow Nigerian Institute of
Architects NIA, Fellow International Federation of Interior Architects and
Designers IFl) is an artist, protean designer and architect. As an artist, he strives
to incorporate modern techniques in architecture and stage design to enunciate
the African subject matters in most of his works . He was a member of the Mbari
club of Ibadan, a committee of burgeoning Nigerian and foreign artists. He was
also a lecturer at the University of Ibadan. He was the publisher of the New
Culture magazine. Demas Nwoko is a respected Nigerian artist, architect and
master builder in Nigeria. Nwoko’s works fuse modern techniques in architecture
and stage design with African tradition. With works like The Dominican Institute,
Ibadan and The Akenzua Cultural Center, Benin to his credit, Demas Nwoko is
one ‘artist-architect’ who believes in celebrating the African tradition in his works.
In 2007, Farafina published The Architecture of Demas Nwoko, a study of
Nwoko’s work and theories written by two British Architects, John Godwin OBE
and Gillian Hopwood. He led the way toward a modern mode of expression in
African art, theater, painting, and architecture. In addition, he is a fine actor and
dancer, having performed in numerous plays in Ibadan. Nwoko, sees design as
an ingenuous activity that carries with it a focus on social responsibility for
positive influences in the environment and culture of the society.

Cordelia Osasona is a Professor of History of Architecture at the Obafemi
Awolowo University, lle-Ife, where she has twice headed the Department of
Architecture, and was Vice-Dean of Environmental Design and Management (from
2008 to 2010). She is the first female Architect produced by the University of Ife,
and is a Fellow of the Nigerian Institute of Architects. Currently, she is the pioneer
Head of Architecture at the University of Ibadan, Ibadan.
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Her present research and fieldwork center on restoration/ renewal of Nigerian

Brazilian houses. She also engages in revivalist experiments with decorative
vernacular building features. HKW

Haus der Kulturen der Welt

Marion von Osten is a curator, researcher and writer who lives and works in
Berlin. She has been working as a curator and artistic director of bauhaus
imaginista (2018-2019) since 2014, and was joined by Grant Watson as co-
curator and artistic director in 2016.

Previous research and exhibition projects include Viet Nam Discourse (2016-
2018) at Wurttembergischer Kunstverein Stuttgart and Tensta Konsthall
Stockholm, Aesthetics of Decolonization (ith, ZHDK Zurich/Center for Post-
colonial Knowledge and Culture (CPKC) in Berlin); Model House-Mapping
Transcultural Modernisms at the Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna, and the CPKC,
Berlin (2010-2013); In the Desert of Modernity — Colonial Planning and After at
Les Abattoirs de Casablanca (2009); and at Haus der Kulturen der Welt in Berlin
(2008); as well as Projekt Migration in Cologne, initiated by the German Federal
Cultural Foundation (2002-2006); and TRANSIT MIGRATION in Zirich, Frankfurt
and Cologne (2003-2005). Between 2006 and 2012, she was Professor for Art
and Communication at the Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna, and from 1999 to 2006
Professor of Artistic Practice and researcher at the Institute for the Theory of Art
and Design (ith ZHDK), Ziirich.

Hannah le Roux is an architect, educator and curator. Her work in all these areas
revisits the modernist project in architecture, and considers how its
transformation through the agency of Africa presents a conceptual model for
contemporary design. From a Southern African perspective she considers how
apartheid and colonial constructions erase and are overlain by other human
actions. She has published extensively on these dynamics including in blank
architecture, apartheid and after ; Trade Routes: Johannesburg Biennale;
Narrating Architecture; Afropolis and The Journal of Southern African Studies
and in exhibitions for Johannesburg, Venice, Brussels and Rotterdam, and
engaged with the spatialities of diaspora coffee ceremonies and the soccer
culture of earth fields through design research. In 2017 she was selected as a
Fulbright Principal Candidate for an African Research Scholarship and as a
research fellow in the Canadian Centre for Architecture/Mellon project,
Architecture and/for the Environment.
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